The census data for the parish of Great Hucklow includes the civil parishes of Great
Hucklow, Grindlow, Foolow, Little Hucklow and Hazelbadge. As such, they have been
grouped together for the purposes of this report. The parishes are all located within the
limestone village farmlands of the White Peak area as described within the Peak District
Landscape Characteristic Assessment (LSAP 2009).
The parishes form a line of small settlements and independent farms that run along the
base of Hucklow Edge. They have traditionally been primarily agricultural but have all
additionally been involved in lead mining since Roman times. After lead mining
decreased in the 19th century as more profitable opportunities were developed in other
parts of the world, the vein that runs from Tideslow in the west of the area and then
under Hucklow Edge has been mined for Fluorspar. Mining ceased briefly in 1999 but
was re-started in about 2007 and is currently being worked by a new owner.
Great Hucklow is the largest of these settlements; its growth came as a result of the local
lead mining employment opportunities. It is the centre for the group of parishes, as the
local primary school is located on the edge of the village. The village has a thriving
public house, the Queen Anne, and both the Nightingale Centre and the Foundry
Adventure Centre are located in the village. At the top of the Edge the Derbyshire and
Lancashire Gliding Club have an active airfield and glider flights can be seen over the
village and neighbouring farmland most days. Three businesses operate from a small
industrial estate at Cartledge House Farm and a further small business occupies the Old
Methodist Chapel.
The neighbouring parish of Grindlow includes the hamlet of Grindlow, a small group of
residential and agricultural properties and a couple of outlying properties. Together,
Great Hucklow and Grindlow have a Conservation Area which was designated in 1997.
This recognises that the two villages are closely linked and Grindlow residents participate
in all of the Great Hucklow activities.
Little Hucklow is a linear farming settlement, located approximately half a mile north west
of Great Hucklow and approximately 1 1/2 miles north of Tideswell. It has a mix of
farming and residential buildings with important open grassed areas which contribute to
the character of the settlement. Its Conservation Area was also designated in 1997. The
parish also includes two small hamlets, Windmill, on the B6049 about ½ miles south of
the village and Coplowdale, about 1/3 of a mile north of it. Several farms are located in
these hamlets and there are a number of isolated farms across the parish.
Foolow is a small settlement focused around a pond and village green. It is thought the
settlement dates back to the 14th century when lead was mined in the locality, up until the
mid 19th century when it began to decline. Agriculture supplemented the villagers’ income.
The majority of properties are 18th—19th century in age and 2 date back to the 14th
century. The Conservation Area was designated in 1995.

Hazelbadge is a small farming parish to the north of Little Hucklow with no settlements.
Hazelbadge Hall lies adjacent to the B6049 which links Bradwell to Tideswell. The Hall
itself is listed II* and the associated barn and farmhouse are listed II.
There are a number of listed buildings in Little Hucklow and a scheduled barrow in the
fields between the village and Coplowdale. There are also a number of listed buildings in
Great Hucklow and Burr Tor is a scheduled monument. Silence Mine, on the borders of
Grindlow and Foolow is not scheduled but is in the ownership of a community charitable
trust. It and the area around it are designated Open Access Land. There are a number of
listed buildings in the main part of Foolow and there are two scheduled barrows in the
fields to the north and east of the village.
High Rake mine on the edge of Windmill is scheduled as is Tideslow lead rake and lime
kiln to the west of the Old Castleton Road. These form a popular walking and riding route
along a mixture of concessionary paths and village roads. Visitors often continue through
Great Hucklow to the footpaths past the Silence Mine site, leading to a refreshment stop
at either the Bull’s Head in Foolow or the Barrel at Bretton, which is on the borders of
Foolow and Eyam parishes. Another very popular walking area is Bretton Clough which
is to the north of the ridge beyond Bretton, the southern part of which falls within Foolow
parish.
Population and Demographics
The parishes of Great Hucklow, Little Hucklow, Grindlow, Hazelbadge and Foolow have a
combined population of 427 residents (2011 census). Throughout the twentieth century
the population of the villages remained reasonably constant between 450 and 460. It is
too early to be sure whether the fall between 2001 and 2011 was a temporary blip, or
whether it is the start of an ongoing trend.
The graph below shows that 45-59 year olds make up the largest percentage of the
population. The average age of the population in 2011 was 49. It will be noted that there
is a significant drop in the number of 18-29 year olds as school leavers move away for
education and work opportunities but that the numbers start to recover after 30 as families
become established and move into the villages.

Age

Population Age Range
85
65
45
25
18

to 89
to 74
to 59
to 29
to 19
15
8 to 9
0 to 4
0

20

40

60

80

100

120

Number

The purpose of the graph below is to give an indication of the balance of children, adult
workers and retired persons living within the parishes. Whilst there is no longer a
retirement age, the graph below uses an assumed working age of 18-65 year olds.
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Housing
A sustainable community relies on a mix of housing to attract a mix of people. Below is a
breakdown of types and tenures. Detached properties make up 59.7% of properties,
semi-detached 21.4%, terraced properties 15.9%, and flats 3.0% of properties in the
combined parishes.

The majority of properties, 88.2% are owner occupied either with or without a mortgage
(0.6% shared ownership), private renting (10.7%) and social renting (0%) account for
10.7% of properties.
There are no care homes in the parishes.
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Residency
Second homes or holidays lets are a growing concern in the Peak District National Park.
Whilst they can provide holiday accommodation to support tourism, a high proportion can
alter the dynamics of a village to its detriment. Of the 201 residential properties located
Housing Type

in combined parishes, 178 have a ‘usual resident’, meaning that they are inhabited.
There are 23 properties with no ‘usual resident’ and are therefore second homes, holiday
lets, or vacant properties. This equates to 11.4% of properties in the parishes.
It should be noted that empty and holiday accommodation is concentrated heavily in
certain villages and hamlets.
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Employment
Of the total population of combined parishes, 78.3% are economically active in either full
time, part time work or ad hoc working and 21.7% are economically inactive (12.5% of the
total population are retired).
The following graph sets out the occupations of the economically active population. It
shows that professional occupations are most common in the area.
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While the main operating bases these occupations are outside the National Park and
either require regular commuting or home working, the business in Gt Hucklow bring
some workers into the village. Both inward and outward commuting are hampered by the
poor facilities provided within the area.
Transport
Public transport is provided by Hulleys and Stagecoach Chesterfield. There is no public
transport to Little Hucklow, the nearest bus stop being at the junction of the lane leading
to the village and the B6049. This is served by the 173 route. All settlements are served
by Bakewell and Eyam Community Transport bus service which provides shopping trips
to Buxton.
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In the combined parishes, 93.8% of households own a car or van. The lack of regular
and reliable public transport facilities make access to private transport almost essential
for daily activities. A private hire taxi service is based in Great Hucklow.

Settlement Amenities
The following table sets out which amenities are present in Great Hucklow (Core Strategy
DS1 settlement).

The following table sets out which amenities are present in Little Hucklow.

Great Hucklow and Grindlow parish groups, traditions and village events – these are
shared with the other villages

Sports clubs

Darts & Dominos, Gliding Club

General

Community Spirit, Silence Heritage Site, Book Club, Twinning Association,
Community Broadband

Traditions

Well Dressing, Christmas Lights

Events

Fell Race, Wakes Week, Events at the Queen Anne PH, Gala Day.

Little Hucklow parish groups, traditions and village events

Sports clubs
General

Traditions

Christmas Lights

Events

Foolow groups and village events

Sports clubs
General

Traditions

Well Dressing

Events

Wakes Week

Tourism facilities
Whilst not one of the main honey spots of the national park, the villages are popular with
walkers and other outdoor pursuits throughout the year, but particularly through the
spring and summer months, when the population of settlements can swell dramatically
as tourists come to enjoy the Peak District either for the day or to stay. In Great Hucklow
the Foundry Adventure Centre provides bunk type accommodation while the Nightingale
Centre is a residential meeting venue owned and run by the Unitarian Church. There is
also camping, self-catering and private bed and breakfast accommodation across the
parishes.
Planning
Over the last 5 years 17 planning applications have been approved in Foolow, 13 in Great
Hucklow, 8 in Little Hucklow and 1 in Grindlow.
Potential For Affordable Housing
Only Great Hucklow and Foolow are designated as DS1 locations. They, as well as the
other settlements lack even basic facilities needed by any household without its own
transport. These two do at least have regular, if infrequent bus services which provide
some access to services not available locally. There is requirement for a Housing Needs
Survey to provide up-to-date information on local aspirations, in particular for affordable
housing both for those working in the area, or have moved away and want to return, and
unable to afford to live in the villages, and requirements for suitable accommodation for
older residents and those with particular needs, so that they can continue to live in the
villages.
The slow spread of high-speed broadband will help with widening employment activities
and the development of high value, low impact employment activities which will hopefully
reduce the need for residents to travel long distances to work.
Digital presence
https://www.hucklow-pc.gov.uk/
http://www.hucklow.org/
General Community Aspirations
The villagers wish the individual communities to maintain their separate communities and
that development is not allowed to link them by closing the open spaces between them.
This means that the area should remain basically rural in nature. Villagers are also
concerned at the aging nature of the population and are concerned about their future
viability. The population is currently being maintained by incomers who have relatively
well-paid employment outside of the national park, for example in Manchester and
Sheffield. High speed internet connections are essential to allow them to continue to
work in this way and reduce their carbon footprint by working more from home. This is
also hindered by the lack of facilities in the villages and increasingly also in the larger
villages close by.
There is also a problem with older people who need adaptions to their accommodation
and additional services to continue to live within their often long standing communities.
As these are often not available at a reasonable cost, they have to move to places where

they can be provided, including outside the national park. This is particularly true of
single-story accessible accommodation. Provision of such accommodation should be a
priority both by new build and the refusal of permission for conversions that eliminate
such facilities.
Employment opportunities in the villages, whilst often paying more than farming and
those associated with the tourist industries, are insufficient to allow dedicated employees
to purchase properties in the villages as lower cost houses are bought by outsiders as
second homes or holiday accommodation. This leads to a significant level of reverse
commuting, which could be avoided by a wider range of available properties in the
villages.
Car parking is a significant problem in all the settlements, both for residents and visitors.
There is a need for innovative solutions that provide appropriate facilities for each
settlement. This is significant as rechargeable electric vehicles become more common.
The lack of off-street parking needs to be addressed as trailing recharging cables will
rapidly become a serious hazard.
There are opportunities for small scale renewable energy schemes, including small wind
farms, solar panels, heat ground sources etc. These need to be investigated and
appropriate schemes developed. Planning needs to support this.
There is no wish for additional street lighting.
The conservation area statements date from the 1990’s and are too vague and seriously
out of date. The boundaries need to be reviewed and the contents updated. A major
contribution to the attractiveness of the area covered is the open countryside and the
extensive use of dry stone walls to demarcate field and other land boundaries. These
need to be protected by for example including them in conservation areas etc. It is also
necessary to consider whether the smaller communities should be added to the existing
conservation areas or additional ones created.
Great Hucklow Community Aspirations
Currently subsidence issues have closed the direct routes between the village and
Bretton. This is leading to inappropriate use of other available routes, causing significant
additional damage to them as they are very popular with walkers, cyclists, off roaders
etc. The ground needs to be stabilised and the routes reopened as soon as possible.
School Lane is a problem as it passes directly in front of the school and is the preferred
walking route to it from Abney and Abney Grange. Off roaders and cyclists use this route
to reach the village even when students are entering and leaving. Parents normally park
on the main road through the village and walk with their children up the road to the
school. The lane above the school is in a very bad condition and remedial work is
necessary to make it a safe walking route, particularly in wet weather and appropriate
restrictions need to be placed on it to stop it rapidly deteriorating again.
There is currently no safe walking/cycle route signposted from the village to Tideswell
(including the nearest shops). The footpath along the B6049 has become overgrown
and unusable, forcing walkers onto the increasingly busy road. The footpath needs to be
reinstated, possible as a joint footpath and cycle way with appropriate signposting.

Little Hucklow Community Aspirations
The villages are surrounded by open farmland, and there is little opportunity for any
further development. The lack of public transport into the village makes it unsuitable for
young families or the elderly who do not have their own transport.
The public house – the Old Bull’s Head – is currently being extensively refurbished, and
an accommodation block is due to be built on what was the pub car park. Villagers are
concerned that insufficient parking will be provided and that it will overflow into the main
part of the village where on street parking is already at a premium. The lane through the
village is at places very tight and without careful parking management emergency and
farm vehicles will have difficulty in access.
There is an urgent need for broadband to provide adequate access to communication for
business, educational and community use within the village. BT Openreach are currently
working on providing the infrastructure, which needs to be updated in a timely manner as
the technology develops.
There needs to be better signage to direct heavy traffic away from the village roads that
are totally unsuitable for their use. This is particularly true of the area round the junction
of the village lane where a narrow steep dip cause even medium length vehicles to
ground. The current weight restrictions are inadequate and are often ignored.

Grindlow Community Aspirations
These are included with Great Hucklow.

Foolow Community Aspirations

Great Hucklow and its services

Grindlow and its services

Little Hucklow and its Services

Foolow and its services

Great Hucklow CP, Little Hucklow CP, Grindlow CP, Foolow CP Boundaries

Data sources
Peak District National Park Conservation Area Appraisals
Peak District National Park Landscape Strategy Action Plan (LSAP)
Ordnance survey maps
Derbyshire Accessibility Assessment 2016, Derbyshire County Council
www.nomisweb.co.uk
http://www.derbysbus.info/times/timetables/
https://www.derbyshire.gov.uk/site-elements/documents/pdf/leisure/libraries/mobilelibrary-index-of-places-served.pdf
https://www.hucklow-pc.gov.uk/
If you would like this information in an alternative format please email:
policy@peakdistrict.gov.uk

