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8 January 2020 
 
Dear Sir/Madam 
 
Re: Planning Application Ref: NP/DDD/1219/1272 

Brosterfield Caravan Park - Erection of amenity building with turning head, new vehicular 
access, landscaping and associated facilities for camping and caravan site  

The Parish Council have considered this application. In general, our view is that it is substantially 
unchanged from the application made in 2016 and as such it should be rejected on the same grounds as 
before. We fully support the objections made by Foolow Parish Meeting and others. We believe the 
application has multiple aspects which fail to comply with the applicable planning framework and 
guidance. We also believe that the way this matter has been handled has exposed serious and important 
failings in the operations and management of the National Park Authority.                    

Our specific comments on the application are as follows: 

1. The proposal, by virtue of its scale and appearance, is out of keeping with the open White Peak 
landscape contrary to the National Policy Framework with respect to National Parks, Core 
Strategies GSP1 GSP2, L1 and RT3 and Development Management Policies  DMC1 and DMR1.   
The proposed access road runs close to existing properties and the likely traffic, both caravans 
moving in and out and cars and delivery vehicles accessing them while on site, will be seriously 
detrimental to the occupiers’ quiet enjoyment of their properties.  The access road will also  
increase the bridging effect between Foolow and Housley where small isolated villages are a key 
factor in the historic nature and development of the landscape.  This will also have a detrimental 
effect on the rural nature of the southern approach to Foolow, particularly when significant 
numbers of caravans are entering and leaving the site. 

 
2. DMC1 gives the option of removing existing planning permissions when their original purpose is 

no longer required.  The existing permission on this site was granted to support a farmer who 
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wished to diversify to increase his income.  The farm has since been sold and split between a 
number of new owners and farm diversification is no longer the basis for development of the 
site.  The application being considered bears very little relationship to the original permission. 
Furthermore, if consent is given for the proposed development it is very likely that further 
applications for expansion of the site will follow. Our view is that the original planning 
permission should be extinguished. 

 
3. The principal access route can be expected to be by way of the two junctions with the A623. 

Both have a history of collisions as sighting is poor and traffic on the main road does not 
necessarily keep to the 50mph speed limit.  Other access routes are through Foolow, either to 
Eyam where towed caravans will have difficulty navigating narrow village streets, and hence to 
the A623, or towards Great Hucklow where the junctions with the B6049 have limited sighting. 
All these junctions have a history of serious collisions.  While each of these routes is currently 
used by the occasional towed caravan, the increase of traffic from this site is likely to cause 
serious problems.   This is contrary to policy DME7 which states that any expansion in activity 
should be accommodated without adversely affecting the residential amenity and valued 
characteristics of the area or traffic safety and circulation and proper consideration has been 
given to the possibilities of using, modifying or extending buildings to conserve and enhance 
landscape character before proposing new buildings.  
 

4. The proposal states that measures to limit light pollution will be taken, but no information is 
given on how this will be monitored or enforced. It is not just the lights from the amenity block 
and caravans that need to be considered but also vehicles accessing the site and temporary 
outdoor lights that may be erected by visitors etc.  Not only will this affect the night time views 
from Bretton Edge and other high spots, but it will also tend to obscure the night sky which is 
one of the special features of the National Park and views of which have already been seriously 
depleted by excessive lighting within the area in recent years. 

 
The above material concerns are based on planning policy and guidance. We also believe that the 
handling of this matter by the Authority is a source of serious concern for several reasons: 
 

- Despite previous assurances, there has been no attempt to engage the local community in any 
meaningful discussions prior to the new application being made; 

 
- The timing of the new application appears to have been chosen to minimise the visibility of the 

application and the time available to prepare objections; 
 

- There are obvious concerns about the independence of the officers who will be deciding the 
outcome from those involved in making the application; 

 
- The application damages the credibility of the Authority and will make it harder to enforce 

planning policy across the whole National Park, especially if consent is granted; 
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- The time and resources of the Authority would be better spent on other matters rather than 
attempting to re-run a process which has previously been comprehensively rejected.  

 
 
Yours faithfully 
 

 
 
Nick Williams 
Chair, Hucklow Parish Council 
 
Copies to: Andrew McCloy, Sarah Fowler, Chris Furness 
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